Spinal infection by Mycobacterium xenopi in a non-immunosuppressed patient.
A previously fit 77-year-old woman was found to have a paravertebral abscess. This was aspirated, yielding Mycobacterium xenopi, but no other pathogens. Antituberculosis chemotherapy with four first-line agents was commenced, with some response but continuing pain. Reports of extrapulmonary M. xenopi infections are rare. Most previous cases have involved immunosuppressed patients. This is the first reported case of spinal M. xenopi infection in a non-immunosuppressed patient, but radiological evidence suggests that previous tuberculous infection may have damaged the lumbar vertebrae, rendering them susceptible to infection by M. xenopi.